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classification of these compounds; to each was given a class-name which recalled the properties common to many individuals, and a specific name which expressed a particular property of the individual compound. The notion of properties was used to include that of composition.
The "simple combustible substances77 (except hydrogen), and the hypothetical radicals of acids, were classed together under the name u acidifiable bases" Only four simple aeidifiable bases were known in 1787, namely, carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulphur. The class of acidifiable bases contained such names as "radical tartarique" "radical muriatiq'ue" and the like; acids were supposed to be formed by the union of these "acidifiable principles " (including in this term the four elements, carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulphur) with "the acidifying principle," that is, oxygen; acide muriatique, for instance, was regarded as a compound of oxygen with the radical muriaiiqiie. When two acids were known composed of the same acidifiable base and oxygen, they were distinguished by using an adjectival form of the name of the base and changing the termination thereof; thus, one had Vacide suljiireux and Vacide wd-phurique.
The binary compounds of oxygen which are not acids were named oxides, and distinguished as oxide of iron, oxide oj bis-nmthj etc.
In naming compounds of these simple substances, and especially salts, the French chemists said that regard should be paid to (1) the relative quantity of the acidifying principle common to all members of a class, (2) the acidifiable principle from which the proper acid of the class is produced, and the relative quantity of this principle, and (3) the saline, earthy, or metallic base which determines the particular member of the class. The name given to each class of salts was derived from that of the common acidifiable principle, and each salt was distinguished by the name of the base peculiar to it. Variations in the terminations of the names of the acids indicated the proportion between the quantities of the acidifying and the acidifiable principles (in modern language the proportion between oxygen and the non-metal); and the use of the qualifying terms acidu-